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Pyometra is the technical term for a  
pus-filled infected uterus and is a com-
mon condition in older entire female 
dogs.  Toxins and bacteria can leak across 
the uterine walls and into the blood-
stream causing life-threatening toxic 
effects.  Without treatment death is  
inevitable, and Steve and Helen Van der 
Valk nearly found this out recently with 
their beloved working dog Lace. 

Lace presented late one Sunday night 
very unwell to veterinarian Dr Bill  
Hancock.  She was very unwell. In typical 
stoic working dog style, Lace had been 
working hard and not showing any signs 
of illness up until a couple of days prior.  
Being 9 years old, entire and having had a 
heat a couple of months prior Lace was a 
prime candidate for pyometra.  In fact she 
had been thought to be possibly preg-
nant.  Unfortunately, though, she had a 
horrendous bloody smelly discharge from 
her vulva and she was severely dehydrat-
ed which led us to realize she was actually 
gravely ill as opposed to pregnant.   
Surgery to remove the infected uterine 
contents is the usual treatment required 
for pyometra and it can be very challeng-
ing, as in Lace’s case when the patient is 
very toxic already.  Once Lace was  
stabilized as much as possible with intra-
venous fluids, multiple antibiotics and 
pain relief, I took her into surgery the  
following day.  While the surgery was  
demanding it went as well as could be 
expected; however as Lace was already so 
very ill prior, her recovery was an ongoing 
battle to get the blood poisoning under 
control and to prevent organ failure from 
occurring.  Lace ended up having a blood 
transfusion, multiple intravenous lines, 
numerous medications and a long hospital 
stay to ensure she would walk out the 
door again.   

Remarkably, just seven  days later she did 
just that (even after developing further 
complications), and is back on the farm 
eating dog roll ‘til the cows come home 
(and I suspect sleeping inside the house as 
opposed to her kennel!)  I expect Lace will 
take many months to recover from her  
ordeal, in fact she will never be the same 
again; she is now spayed and has golden 
retriever blood on board! 

Spaying your dog cannot be over empha-
sized to prevent this condition. One in four 
entire female dogs will develop a pyometra 
in their lifetime. Often an owner plans to 
breed a pet or is undecided; as time passes 
they then fear she is too old to be spayed.  
Any female dog or cat can be spayed at any 
age.  As vets we would much rather spay an 
old dog that is still healthy than wait until 
they are very sick when the risk of complica-
tions are much higher, the ability to save 
their lives is a lot harder and everything is 
obviously more costly. We had a good  
outcome in Laces case which was ultimately 
rewarding – but prevention is a lot easier in 
the long run. 

www.cambridgevets.co.nz 

Joke:  

Af t er  a  t a l k i n g  
s h e e p  do g  g e t s  a l l  

t h e  s h e e p  i n t o  
t h e  p e n ,  h e  

r e por t s  b ac k  to  
t h e  f ar m er ,   

“ a l l  40  sh e e p  
a c co u n t ed  fo r ” .   
“ B u t  I  o n l y  h a v e  
3 6  s h e e p ”  s a y s  
t h e  f ar m er !  “ I  
k n o w ”  s a y s  th e  

s h e e p  do g ,  “ B u t  I  
r o u nd e d  t h e m  u p” !  

www.cambridgevets.co.nz 
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Prevention is  
ALWAYS better 

than cure.  

Having your pet 
screened for  

diseases before 
they show  

symptoms can 
 potentially add 
years to your  

pets life. 

Prevention! 

 

 

We would like to 

wish all of our  

Senior Pet  

Wellness Club  

members and their 

families a very  

Merry Christmas 

and a safe and 

happy New Year! 

Thank you for all 

your continuing 

custom and  

support and we 

look  forward to 

being of service to 

you in 2016. 

 

Monday Dec 21st:  8am - 7pm  

Tuesday Dec 22nd:  8am - 7pm  

Wednesday Dec 23rd:  8am - 7pm  

Thursday Dec 24th:  8am - 4pm  

Friday Dec 25th:  CLOSED  

Saturday Dec 26th:  CLOSED   

Sunday Dec 27th:  CLOSED  

Monday Dec 28th:  CLOSED  

Tuesday Dec 29th:  8am - 5pm    

Wednesday Dec 30th:  8am - 5pm  

Thursday Dec 31st:  8am - 4pm  

Friday Jan 1st:   CLOSED  

Saturday Jan 2nd:  CLOSED  

Sunday Jan 3rd:  CLOSED  

Monday Jan 4th:  CLOSED  

Tuesday Jan 5th:   8am - 7pm 

Late Night Clinics  

(8am–7pm Mon-Wed)  

will recommence: 5th January  

Duty Vets will be available through our 
after hours service 

 

Ph: (07) 827 7099 or      

0800 226 838 

FOR EMERGENCY CALLS  

There will be Large Animal  
Veterinarians on duty at all times. 

 

For Small Animal emergencies  
outside of opening hours, please ring the 

clinic phone number  
(07) 827 7099  

which will direct you to the  
appropriate after hours contact. 

Resumption of normal hours - 5th January! 

Check out the progress on Cambridge 
Vets new purpose built clinic!  

It’s looking great and we are keenly 
watching the changes day to day.  

The new clinic is conveniently located 
on the corner of Empire and Alpha 

street and we are looking forward to  
moving in at the start of 2016! 

Our team had a fantastic time at the 
Cambridge Christmas Parade on Sun-

day, we are very proud winners of 
the 'Business' and 'Overall' prizes 

for our float entry. Big thanks to all 
who took part and helped us be part 
of this wonderful community event! 


